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TACOMA HOUSING AUTHORITY INCREASES 
MINIMUM EMPLOYEE WAGE TO $32 AN HOUR 

  
The increase guarantees all 174 THA employees will earn a housing wage in 

Tacoma. 
 

TACOMA, WA – July 26, 2023—At a regular meeting of the Tacoma Housing 
Authority’s (THA) Board of Commissioners, the Board voted to approve a resolution that 
increases the minimum hourly wage for all THA employees to at least $32 per hour.  
 
Much thought was given to the newly agreed upon minimum wage of $32 an hour. 
According to the National Low Income Housing Coalition, the average monthly rent for a 
two-bedroom apartment in Tacoma is $1,643. To afford this level of rent and utilities 
without paying more than 30% of income on housing (a housing wage), a household 
must earn $5,477 monthly or $65,720 annually. Assuming a 40-hour work week, 52 
weeks per year, this income level translates to a minimum hourly housing wage of 
$31.60.  
 
In June of 2022, THA pulled data that showed roughly 60% of its full-time staff were 
earning less than an hourly housing wage. A pay bump for employees making less than 
a housing wage was initially proposed as one of THA’s strategic objectives adopted by 
the Board in September 2022. Now, all 174 THA employees will earn a housing wage. 
 
“All of our employees contribute to our mission of providing stable and sustainable 
housing for all, yet many of our team members have struggled to pay their bills or find 
housing they can afford in the city we ask them to work,” said Tacoma Housing 
Authority Executive Director April Black. “We work to find solutions to housing insecurity 
and poverty; we cannot afford to contribute to the problem.”  
 
The lowest paid workers at THA will now be making substantially more than the 
competitive market rate, and it is the hope of the THA leadership team that this increase 
will have a positive ripple effect throughout the job market of Tacoma and the local 
economy. Simply put, THA believes that everyone should be paid enough to pay their 
bills, take care of their families, and focus on their vitally important work.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.tacomahousing.org/resources/strategic-objectives/
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About Tacoma Housing Authority 

Established in 1940, Tacoma Housing Authority provides high-quality, stable and sustainable 
housing and supportive services to people in need. It does this in ways that help them prosper 
and help our communities develop equitably. THA develops and manages real estate and 
provides rental housing. In partnership with thousands of private landlords, it helps families pay 
the rent in the private rental market. It delivers supportive services to help families succeed as 
“tenants, parents, students, wage earners and builders of assets who can live without 
assistance.” THA seeks to do its work in ways that help our community be an “attractive place to 
live, work, attend school, shop and play,” and that help Tacoma be “safe, vibrant, prosperous, 
attractive and just.” Learn more at www.tacomahousing.org.  
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