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TACOMA HOUSING AUTHORITY

RESOLUTION 2013-08-28 (4)
Date:  August 28, 2013
To: THA Board of Commissioners

From: Michael Mirra
Executive Director

Re: Amending THA By-Laws

Background

The Board’s annual meeting in August is a good time to consider whether its by-laws could use any
updating. This year we have some changes that our Foster Pepper attorneys recommend. The
changes show in the attached redlined version. They are more formal than substantive. Here are the -
main changes and the reasons for them:

Section Change

Section 1.2: Purpose of THA This section presently itemizes all of THA’s powers under state
law. The change would remove that itemized list. It still
incorporates all of THA’s powers under state law by a general
reference to the pertinent state statutes. This avoids the danger of
unintentionally limiting THA’s powers by omitting one of them
from an itemized list or by failing to add a new power that the
legislature may later add. This is the main change our attorneys
suggest. The other changes are ones that they recommend while
we are at it.

Section 1.3: By-Laws The section combines the provisions relating to the by-laws, such
as their amendment and their scope, that previously were
scattered throughout other sections.

Section 1.6: Public Records This section restates the law governing public records.
Section 2: Board of This section updates the references to state and federal law that
Commissioners govern the Board and its composition. It also combines in this

section provisions that had been in various other sections.
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Section

Change

Section 3.8: Indemnification

This new section directs the Board to adopt policies stating the
terms and procedures for indemnifying and defending
Commissioners, as state law authorizes. Staff will examine our
policies on this topic and propose appropriate updates to the
Board.

Sections 4.1.3 and 4.2: Board
Meetings

The changes to these sections remove the itemized restatement of
the state law requirements governing Board meetings. Instead,
the new version merely refers to those laws. This allows us to
incorporate by this reference any further changes to the laws.

Recommendation

I recommend that the Board adopt these changes to the by-laws.
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RESOLUTION 2013-08-28 (4)
Amending THA’s By-Laws

A RESOLUTION of the Board of Commissioners of the Housing Authority of the City of Tacoma

Whereas, the Board’s annual meeting is a good time to review its by-laws for any changes that may
be appropriate;

Whereas, THA’s attorneys have suggested the changes set forth in the attached redlined draft;
Whereas, these changes help make the by-leiws still more useful and appropriately flexible;

Resolved by the Board of Commissioners of the Housing Authority of the City of Tacoma,
Washington as follows:

L; the by-laws of the THA board are amended as set forth in the substance of the
attached redlined draft.

Approved: August 28, 2013 A«,ﬂ( q M ﬁ/p{}aj”/

Greg Mo»ﬁt, Chairman
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| Established
L 1940 4

BY-LAWS

of the

HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF TACOMA
902 South L Street
Tacoma, WA 98405
(253) 207-4400

January-23; [August 28], 2013

Adopted and amended by Resolution 2013-8-28 (X) on [August 28], 2013
Adopted and amended by Resolution 2013-1-23(2) on January 23, 2013
Adopted and amended by Resolution 2009-7-22 (1) on July 22, 2009
Adopted and amended by Resolution 2008-01-23 (3) on January 23, 2008
Adopted and amended by Resolution 1003-1 on October 22, 2003
Adopted and amended by Resolution 0201-2 on March 28, 2001

These by-laws supersede and replace all previously approved by-laws
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NAME PURPOSESEAL OFFICEGENERAL PROVISIONS

1.1

1.2

Authority Name

The official name of the Authority is “Housing Authority of the City of Tacoma;”
(hereinafter the “Authority”). It may also use the name “Tacoma Housing
Authority=.”

Purpose-of-the-Autherity

The Authority is a public body corporate and politic, exercising public and
essential governmental functions, and having all the powers necessary or
convenient to carry out and effectuate the purposes and provisions of Chapter
35.82 RCW, including if applicable the powers of a community renewal agency
under Chapter 35.81 RCW or -of a public corporation, commission or authority
under Chapter 35.21 RCW, as those laws may be amended byfrom time to time;

including-butnothmited-to-the following: .
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1.3 By-Laws

1.3.1 The Authority shall adopt by-laws to provide rules for governing the
Authority and the Authority’s activities that are not inconsistent with
Chapter 35.82 RCW.

1.3.2  The by-laws shall not restrict the powers of the Authority granted by the
Legislature under Chapter 35.21 RCW and Chapter 35.81 RCW.

1.3.3  The Board may amend the by-laws only by resolution, adopted by the
affirmative vote of at least three (3) Commissioners of the Board at a
regular or special meeting. -The approved by- laws will supersede all
previous by -laws.

1.4  13-Seal-eftheAuthority

The seal of the Authority bears the name of the Authority and the year of its
organization. A logo or other artwork which reflects the current values or vision
of the Authority may be incorporated into this seal at any time by a resolution of
the Board of Commissioners (the “Board”).

14— Offiee
1.5 Books and Records

The Authority shall keep current and complete books and records of account and
shall keep minutes of the proceedings of its Board and its committees having any
of the authority of the Board.
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1.6 Public Records

161 Public Records Act

The Authority shall comply with the requirements of the Public Records
Act, Chapter 42.56 RCW.

1.6.2  Public Records Policy

The Authority mayshall adopt a public records policy governing the
inspection and copying of public records. Shall policy shall not be
inconsistent with the requirements of the Public Records Act, Chapter
42.56 RCW.

1.6.3  Records Retention Schedule

The Authority shall comply with the records retention schedules
promulgated by the Secretary of State that apply to public housing
authorities.

1.7 Fiscal Year

The Fiscal Year of the Authority shall be determined by resolution adopted by the
Board. In the absence of such resolution, the fiscal vear shall be the calendar
ear.

1.8 Copies of Resolutions

Any person dealing with the Authority may rely upon a copy of any of the records
of the proceedings, resolutions or votes of the Board when such copies are
certified by the Secretary.

1.9 Offices

The principal administrative office of the Authority is located within the City of
Tacoma, Pierce County, State of Washington at a location determined by
resolution of the Board. The current address is 902 South L Street in the City of
Tacoma, Washington.
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